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Administration party, particularly the press of New York
City, has given strength to their opponents. McClellan
will be supported by War Democrats and Peace Democrats,
by men of every shade and opinion; all discordant elements
will be made to harmonize, and all differences will be sup-
pressed. Whether certain Republican leaders in Congress,
who have been assailing and deceiving the Administration,
and the faultfinding journals of New York have, or will,
become conscious of their folly, we shall soon know. They
have done all that was in their power to destroy confidence
in the President and injure those with whom they were
associated. If, therefore, the reelection of Mr. Lincoln is
not defeated, it will not be owing to them.

In some respects I think the President, though usually
shrewd and sensible, has mismanaged. His mistakes, I
think, are attributable to Mr. Seward almost exclusively.
It has been a misfortune to retain Stanton and Halleck. He
might have brought McClellan into the place of the latter,
and Blair had once effected the arrangement, but Seward
defeated it. As I have not been in the close confidence of
the President in his party personal selections and move-
ments, I am left to judge of many things, as are all the
Cabinet except Mr. Seward and to some extent Mr. Stanton,
who is in the Seward interest. It has seemed to me a great
misfortune that the President should have been so much
under the influence of these men, but New York State is a
power and Seward makes the most of it. I have regretted
that the President should have yielded so much to Greeley
in many things and treated him with so much considera-
tion. Chase and Wade, though not in accord, have by
their ambition and disappointments done harm, and, in a
less degree, the same may be said of Mr. Sumner. Others
of less note might be named. Most of them will now cease
grumbling, go to work to retrieve their folly so far as they
can. Possibly the New York editors may be perverse a
few weeks longer, sufficiently so to give that city over-
whelmingly to the opposition, and perhaps lose the State.